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In June 2014, Agnico Eagle acquired a 

50% interest in the Kirkland Lake 

properties in northeastern Ontario, and 

was increased to a 100% ownership in 

March 2018.  

Among the properties, the most 

advanced is the Upper Beaver deposit, 

where initial mineral reserves were 

estimated in 2016.  

Three other Kirkland Lake project 

deposits; Anoki-McBean, Amalgamated 

Kirkland (AK), and Upper Canada also 

have mineral resource estimates. 

The Kirkland Lake properties are mostly 

on private lands held as mining leases 

or patented claims. The large property 

measures approximately 35 km long by 

17 km wide, stretching east from the 

Town of Kirkland Lake. 

 

 CURENT SITUATION WITH COVID-19 

Exploration drilling in the first quarter of 2020 totaled 19 drill holes and 5,400 

metres. Near-surface drilling targeted resource conversion and geotechnical 

investigation, and drilling between 1,000 to 1,400 metres below surface 

aimed at converting inferred resources to enhance the project’s economics. 

Like so many other companies, Agnico Eagle is working around the clock 

across our global operations to respond to COVID-19 to protect the health 

and safety of our employees and our local communities.   

At the Kirkland Lake properties, activities have been reduced to a minimum. 

All drilling activities have been halted since the end of March and only 

inspection of surface infrastructures have been maintained. Although a date 

for resuming exploration drilling has yet to be confirmed, we are working to 

develop procedures to allow us to return to work safely; aiming to restart 

drilling and exploration by late spring. 

 

 UPPER BEAVER ADVANCED EXPLORATION 

PROJECT 

We continue to work on the Upper Beaver Advanced Exploration Project 

remotely from our homes. 

Since last year we have submitted a number of permit applications, including: 

Environmental Compliance Approval (ECA) for Air and Noise, permits to take 

water, and a Closure Plan Amendment.  We are also working closely with the 

MECP to submit the ECA application for Industrial Sewage in the near future. 

The Air and Noise ECA has been issued (April 2020) and the remaining 

permit applications are under review by the authorities.  

At the same time, our technical service group is working to finalize the 

detailed engineering plan for Advanced Exploration project construction. 

Upon completion of the engineering plan, a decision will be made to begin 

the procurement process for this construction. 
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 ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES/BASELINES 

We continue to monitor water quality around the Upper 

Beaver site. This includes quarterly sampling at almost 50 

surface water and groundwater locations and monthly 

sampling at the proposed Advanced Exploration effluent 

discharge location. We are completing flow measurements 

and water level measurements in local rivers and lakes to 

establish an understanding of the how it fluctuates over 

time.  

This spring, new baseline fish studies will be conducted by 

our consultant to build on and to update the data collected 

from previous studies. The fish community study will 

consist of non-lethal sampling using appropriate 

equipment (i.e. baited minnow traps, hoop nets, and 

electrofishing) to characterize the fish communities.  

Fish habitat assessments of the waterways/lakes will also 

be completed. Fish will be identified, measured, and 

released alive to the greatest extent possible. 

Proposed fish sampling locations and some of the water 

sampling locations can be seen on the figure.  
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GEOTECHNICAL PROGRAM 
In 2019, a geotechnical program on the Upper Beaver Property was completed. This program was designed to gain additional 

information on the soil and rock properties in the project area. This data is important to validate the design and construction 

method for the surface infrastructure, rock stability for underground workings, and availability of usable material on site for road 

and pad construction.   

We have been reviewing and interpreting the data from this program to improve our 

understanding of the project area and help recognise areas that may require further 

investigation to increase our confidence. 

This review has identified new uncertainties about the rock stability in some areas of 

the historic workings. As a result, further investigation is required to evaluate the 

stability of these areas for safe future development. 

Consequently, we have planned additional drilling this summer over the Upper 

Beaver Property to fill the gaps in our understanding of the rock stability of the historic 

workings located close to York Lake. As some targets are not accessible from land, 

we are looking to obtain permission to drill via a barge in York and Ava lakes. 

The areas of investigation and drilling are not yet confirmed but, when the locations 

are finalised, this information will be shared. 


