
Matachewan First Nation’s Process Sets Out 
Clear Steps for By-law Development
In 2015, our community received funding to develop a process for creating by-laws. 
Based on community feedback we received through a survey and a community 
meeting, we have finalized process guidelines for developing by-laws on reserve.

WHY DO WE NEED A BY-LAW PROCESS?

By-laws set out rules that everyone must follow when they are on the Matachewan First Nation reserve, 
regardless of whether or not they live on reserve. Because by-laws apply to people in our community, it is 
important that members have a say about how and when they are developed. 

If and when a by-law is needed, the steps outlined in our by-law process will be followed to ensure fairness and 
respectful for community values. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS?

The image on the next page summarizes the by-law process. It includes:

• A by-law committee with spots for leadership, band staff, elders and youth

• Community engagement through posters, meetings and surveys

• A recommendation to include restorative justice (during drafting)

WHEN WILL THE PROCESS BE USED?

The process should only be used in response to a problem, identified by the community, that poses a serious 
threat to the health, safety or wellbeing of Matachewan members on reserve.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?

Members can request a full copy of the process guidelines from the band office. 
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PROCESS SUMMARY

Define the problem

Create a by-law committee

Identify options

Prepare a briefing note

Host a community meeting

Conduct a community survey

Finalize and enact the by-law

Draft the by-law

Consider other solutions (e.g. BCR)

Action taken by Chief and Council

Action taken by the By-law Committee

Action taken by the Staff

By-law is an 
appropriate solution

By-law is not an 
appropriate solution
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