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ABOUT THESE GUIDELINES

A by-law sets out rules that everyone must follow when they are in our community, regardless of whether 
or not they live here. These By-law Process Guidelines (the ‘guidelines’) outline how the Matachewan First 
Nation will make by-laws applicable to and enforced on the Matachewan First Nation reserve. 

The guidelines were prepared in 2015 in consultation with Matachewan First Nation leadership, staff and 
community members. They include 7 steps for developing by-laws that protect and support the health, 
safety and wellbeing of of Matachewan members living on and visiting the reserve. At each step, the 
person or people responsible for the action are highlighted. The steps are intended as a roadmap for 
ensuring community involvement in the process of developing appropriate and effective rules governing 
actions and behaviour on the reserve. These guidelines are flexible; the person or people responsible for 
each step should use their judgement to determine if additional or modified actions are needed. 

WHEN TO USE THESE GUIDELINES

Matachewan Leadership should draw upon these guidelines when a problem that poses a serious threat 
to the health, safety or wellbeing of Matachewan members on reserve has been identified by one or more 
community members. The issue may be raised at a community meeting, or through some other form of 
communication with leadership (e.g. e-mails, letters). 

If leadership is unsure about whether the community generally agrees that the problem at 
hand is serious and could be resolved through a by-law, a short survey should be circulated. 
The survey should be posted online and print copies should be available at the band office 
and store along with a poster. A poster template is attached in Appendix E.

Example Survey Question:  
Do you consider X issue to be a serious problem affecting health, safety and/or member 
wellbeing on the Matachewan reserve? 
                   Yes / No  / I’m not sure

Once identified and confirmed to be a significant concern for the community, the problem should be 
raised at a Band Council meeting where council should undertake, or plan to undertake, Step 1 (Define the 
problem and decide whether a by-law is needed).
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PROCESS STEPS

Step 1: Define the problem and decide if a by-law is needed

Who is responsible for this step: Band Council 

Think about the issue that has been identified by the community, and consider the following questions to 
determine whether the problem can, or should, be solved by developing (or revising) a by-law. 

1. What is the cause of the problem? 

2. Who is most affected by the problem? Who is causing the problem?

a.  Do these people live on or visit the reserve? *Remember: a by-law only applies to those who 
are present on reserve.

3. What rule(s) could be implemented to address the problem?

a.  Would the rule(s) fall under one of sections 81 (general), 83 (money) or 85 (intoxicants) of the 
Indian Act?

b. Would the rule(s) fall within Powers of Council under that section? (see Appendix A)

4.  What could happen if the problem is not addressed? Is the health, safety or wellbeing of 
Matachewan members at risk?

5. Are there other, more appropriate ways of solving the problem, aside from a by-law?

Only proceed to step 2 if the answers to the questions above suggest a by-law is an appropriate solution. 
If Chief and Council consider it appropriate, contact the Wabun Tribal Council Executive Director to notify 
Wabun of plans and determine if they may be able to provide support (financial or technical) throughout 
the development process.

Step 2: Create a by-law committee 

Who is responsible for this step: Band Council 

Appoint a committee to develop the by-law. The members of the committee should include those who are 
most affected by the issue or by a future by-law (i.e. Stakeholders). The committee should predominantly 
include members living on reserve, but depending on the stakeholders identified it may include off-reserve 
or non-members. 
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Consider having 6 spots on your committee reserved for:

1. Chief or Councillor

2.  Band staff member (Band Manager or 
alternate if there is no Band Manager)

3. Elder

4. Youth 

5. Stakeholder

6. Stakeholder

Consider engaging an external facilitator for committee meetings. The Nishnawbe Aski Development Fund 
community planning services include facilitation, free of charge1. A number of consultants also offer this 
service for a fee. 

Consider offering a stipend for participation on the by-law committee. 

Step 3: Identify potential by-law options

Who is responsible for this step: Appointed member(s) of the by-law committee 

Search the First Nations Gazette (www.fng.ca) to see if there are examples of existing by-laws addressing 
the same problem in other communities. If there are examples, consider contacting those First Nation 
communities to ask about the pros and cons of their by-law and learn whether something similar would 
work for Matachewan First Nation. If there are no example by-laws in the First Nations Gazette, conduct a 
general Internet search of the issue at hand and the words “First Nation by-law”.  This should provide links 
to resources and/or existing by-laws in other First Nation communities. 

Create a list of potential by-laws for discussion, based on this research. If there are no existing by-
laws to refer to, consult a representative at Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada2 and / or a legal 
expert for confirmation that the subject falls within the Powers of Council and for guidance with by-law 
development. 

1 http://www.nadf.org/article/community-and-regional-planning-127.asp#services

2 https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1100100021867/1100100021868
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Step 4: Write a briefing note

Who is responsible for this step: By-law committee 

Prepare a briefing note for Band Council and Matachewan members that: 

1. Introduces the members of the committee. 

2. Describes the problem at hand and how it was identified.

3.  Presents proposed by-law options and the rationale behind them (i.e. the results of research  
in step 3).

4. Indicates whether the committee has a preferred option based on research.

Step 5: Host a community meeting 

Who is responsible for this step: Band staff (organization), by-law committee (presentation) 
and Band Council (attendance / organization)

Invite community members to participate in a meeting on reserve about the potential by-law. Notice 
about the meeting should be posted on the Matachewan First Nation website at least one week in 
advance, an e-mail should be sent to members and a poster advertising the date and time of the meeting 
should posted in the band office. 

The meeting should include a presentation by the Committee and an opportunity for the participants 
at the meeting to provide feedback. Copies of the briefing note should be available. Ideally an impartial 
person (i.e. non-community member) should facilitate the meeting. The Nishnawbe Aski Development 
Fund community planning services include facilitation, free of charge3. A number of consultants also offer 
this service for a fee. 

3 http://www.nadf.org/article/community-and-regional-planning-127.asp#services
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 Step 6: Draft the by-law

Who is responsible for this step: By-law committee 

Draft a by-law that addresses the problem at hand and reflects:

• Research conducted in step 3 and summarized in step 4;

• Feedback from the community (which may generate a requirement for additional research);

• The ideas and perspectives of all those on the committee.

Use the example by-law (Appendix C) to ensure all required sections are included.

A note about penalties 

The Indian Act allows for the imposition on summary conviction of a fine not exceeding $1000 
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding 30 days, or both, for violation of a by-law made 
under Section 81. In addition to, or in place of, a penalty fitting this description, the by-law 
committee is encouraged to consider a remedy that incorporates traditional approaches to 
resolving conflict, and considers the needs and circumstances of the offender(s) and enables 
them to take responsibility for their actions (i.e. Restorative Justice). 

Examples may include community service, a verbal or written apology, or a written 
assignment on a topic related to the violation of the by-law.

Step 5: Gather community feedback about the final draft by-law

Who is responsible for this step: Band Manager or Council-appointed staff member (drafting 
and circulating survey) by-law committee (survey review / edits, post-survey report) 

Circulate a copy of the draft by-law to members by e-mail along with a link to an on-line survey. Have 
printed copies of the draft by-law available at the Band Office along with printed copies of the survey. 
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The survey should be open for a minimum of 2 weeks and should ask members:

1. Whether they live on or off reserve / how regularly they visit 

2. Whether they think the by-law will improve health, safety or well-being on reserve

3. If they have any suggestions to improve the by-law

A survey template is included in Appendix D. 

Once the survey is closed and results are analyzed, a short summary of what was heard should be 
e-mailed to those who took the survey and provided an e-mail address. Copies of the summary report 
should also be available at the band office, and posted on the Matachewan First Nation website. 

Step 7: Finalize and Enact the By-Law

Who is responsible for this step: By-law committee (finalizing), Band Council (enacting)

Prepare a finalized version of the by-law, drawing on the community feedback obtained through  
the survey.

Convene a Band Council meeting, introduce the by-law by motion, read and vote on the by-law, record the 
result of the vote in the minutes of the meeting, and (if the vote is in favour) sign the by-law.

Post a notice about the by-law and the final by-law on the Matachewan website and in the First Nations 
Gazette (www.fng.ca). 

Note:
In addition to the steps above (outlined for Section 81 by-laws):

• By-laws falling under Section 83 of the Indian Act require ministerial approval;

•  Taxation by-law drafts must be sent to the First Nation Tax Authority along with a notice of 
intent, list of rate payers, and notice of meetings with ratepayers; and

•  By-laws under section 85 require assent from a majority of members who vote at a  
special meeting.

Read more about enactment requirements here: https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/
eng/1100100013971/1100100013972 bear in mind communities are no longer required to forward by-laws 
enacted under Section 81 to the federal Minister of Indigenous and Northern Affairs. 
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PROCESS SUMMARY

Define the problem

Create a by-law committee

Identify options

Prepare a briefing note

Host a community meeting

Conduct a community survey

Finalize and enact the by-law

Draft the by-law

Consider other solutions (e.g. BCR)

Action taken by Chief and Council

Action taken by the By-law Committee

Action taken by the Staff

By-law is an 
appropriate solution

By-law is not an 
appropriate solution
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A: POWERS OF THE COUNCIL

81 (1) The council of a band may make by-laws not inconsistent with this Act or with any regulation made 
by the Governor in Council or the Minister, for any or all of the following purposes, namely,

(a) to provide for the health of residents on the reserve and to prevent the spreading of contagious 
and infectious diseases;

(b) the regulation of traffic;

(c) the observance of law and order;

(d) the prevention of disorderly conduct and nuisances;

(e) the protection against and prevention of trespass by cattle and other domestic animals, the 
establishment of pounds, the appointment of pound-keepers, the regulation of their duties and 
the provision for fees and charges for their services;

(f) the construction and maintenance of watercourses, roads, bridges, ditches, fences and other 
local works;

(g) the dividing of the reserve or a portion thereof into zones and the prohibition of the 
construction or maintenance of any class of buildings or the carrying on of any class of business, 
trade or calling in any zone;

(h) the regulation of the construction, repair and use of buildings, whether owned by the band or 
by individual members of the band;

(i) the survey and allotment of reserve lands among the members of the band and the 
establishment of a register of Certificates of Possession and Certificates of Occupation relating to 
allotments and the setting apart of reserve lands for common use, if authority therefor has been 
granted under section 60;

(j) the destruction and control of noxious weeds;

(k) the regulation of bee-keeping and poultry raising;

(l) the construction and regulation of the use of public wells, cisterns, reservoirs and other  
water supplies;
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(m) the control or prohibition of public games, sports, races, athletic contests and  
other amusements;

(n) the regulation of the conduct and activities of hawkers, peddlers or others who enter the 
reserve to buy, sell or otherwise deal in wares or merchandise;

(o) the preservation, protection and management of fur-bearing animals, fish and other game on 
the reserve;

(p) the removal and punishment of persons trespassing on the reserve or frequenting the reserve 
for prohibited purposes;

(p.1) the residence of band members and other persons on the reserve;

(p.2) to provide for the rights of spouses or common-law partners and children who reside with 
members of the band on the reserve with respect to any matter in relation to which the council 
may make by-laws in respect of members of the band;

(p.3) to authorize the Minister to make payments out of capital or revenue moneys to persons 
whose names were deleted from the Band List of the band;

(p.4) to bring subsection 10(3) or 64.1(2) into effect in respect of the band;

(q) with respect to any matter arising out of or ancillary to the exercise of powers under this 
section; and

(r) the imposition on summary conviction of a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding thirty days, or both, for violation of a by-law made under 
this section.

(2) Where any by-law of a band is contravened and a conviction entered, in addition to any other 
remedy and to any penalty imposed by the by-law, the court in which the conviction has been entered, 
and any court of competent jurisdiction thereafter, may make an order prohibiting the continuation or 
repetition of the offence by the person convicted.

(3) Where any by-law of a band passed is contravened, in addition to any other remedy and to any  
penalty imposed by the by-law, such contravention may be restrained by court action at the instance of 
the band council.

83 (1) Without prejudice to the powers conferred by section 81, the council of a band may, subject to the 
approval of the Minister, make by-laws for any or all of the following purposes, namely,
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(a) subject to subsections (2) and (3), taxation for local purposes of land, or interests in land, in the 
reserve, including rights to occupy, possess or use land in the reserve;

(a.1) the licensing of businesses, callings, trades and occupations;

(b) the appropriation and expenditure of moneys of the band to defray band expenses;

(c) the appointment of officials to conduct the business of the council, prescribing their duties and 
providing for their remuneration out of any moneys raised pursuant to paragraph (a);

(d) the payment of remuneration, in such amount as may be approved by the Minister, to chiefs 
and councillors, out of any moneys raised pursuant to paragraph (a);

(e) the enforcement of payment of amounts that are payable pursuant to this section, including 
arrears and interest;

(e.1) the imposition and recovery of interest on amounts that are payable pursuant to  
this section, where those amounts are not paid before they are due, and the calculation of  
that interest;

(f) the raising of money from band members to support band projects; and

(g) with respect to any matter arising out of or ancillary to the exercise of powers under  
this section.

(2) An expenditure made out of moneys raised pursuant to subsection (1) must be so made under the 
authority of a by-law of the council of the band.

(3) A by-law made under paragraph (1)(a) must provide an appeal procedure in respect of assessments 
made for the purposes of taxation under that paragraph.

(4) The Minister may approve the whole or a part only of a by-law made under subsection (1).

(5) The Governor in Council may make regulations respecting the exercise of the by-law making powers 
of bands under this section.

(6) A by-law made under this section remains in force only to the extent that it is consistent with the 
regulations made under subsection (5).

84 Where a tax that is imposed on an Indian by or under the authority of a by-law made under section 83 is 
not paid in accordance with the by-law, the Minister may pay the amount owing together with an amount 
equal to one-half of one per cent thereof out of moneys payable out of the funds of the band to the Indian.
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85.1 (1) Subject to subsection (2), the council of a band may make by-laws

(a) prohibiting the sale, barter, supply or manufacture of intoxicants on the reserve of the band;

(b) prohibiting any person from being intoxicated on the reserve;

(c) prohibiting any person from having intoxicants in his possession on the reserve; and

(d) providing for exceptions to any of the prohibitions established pursuant to paragraph (b) or (c).

(2) A by-law may not be made under this section unless it is first assented to by a majority of the 
electors of the band who voted at a special meeting of the band called by the council of the band for 
the purpose of considering the by-law.

(3) [Repealed, 2014, c. 38, s. 8]

(4) Every person who contravenes a by-law made under this section is guilty of an offence and liable on 
summary conviction

(a) in the case of a by-law made under paragraph (1)(a), to a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or to both; and

(b) in the case of a by-law made under paragraph (1)(b) or (c), to a fine of not more than one 
hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to both.

86 (1) The council of a band shall publish a copy of every by-law made by the council under this Act on an 
Internet site, in the First Nations Gazette or in a newspaper that has general circulation on the reserve of 
the band, whichever the council considers appropriate in the circumstances.

(2) The council of a band shall, on request by any person, provide to the person a copy of a by-law 
made by the council.

(3) For greater certainty, publishing a by-law on an Internet site in accordance with subsection (1) does 
not discharge the council of a band from its obligation under subsection (2) to provide a copy of the by-
law to any person who requests one.

(4) A by-law made by the council of a band under this Act comes into force on the day on which it is first 
published under subsection (1) or on any later day specified in the by-law.

(5) A by-law that is published on an Internet site under subsection (1) must remain accessible in that 
manner for the period during which it is in force.
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APPENDIX B: BRIEFING NOTE TEMPLATE

[Day, Month, Year]          For Information

By-Law Briefing Note For Council and Community

Subject: [Issue] By-law

    A summary of the by-law committee’s research and recommendations

Purpose

This briefing note was prepared to provide information about [the issue] (“the issue”) and identify options 
for addressing the issue. The note was prepared by the by-law committee, which was formed to represent 
Matachewan community interests throughout the process of developing rules to address the issue. 

Issue

[Describe the problem, how it was raised, and what will / might happen if it is not addressed.]

Background

[Outline any facts related to the issue that provide context for considerations. For example, have there 
been other attempts to solve it? How long has the problem persisted?]

Considerations

[Describe the results of research and problem definition process, including what options are available for 
addressing the problem. Also outline important factors that will affect the appropriateness of each option 
such as community member opinion on and off reserve, budget considerations, enforcement implications, 
social factors (e.g. the impact on youth, Elders, and other groups).]

Recommendation

[Based on the considerations outlined above, describe what the committee considers to be the best 
option moving forward, i.e. a by-law as opposed to other options, and more specifically, the type of by-law 
and penalties.]
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APPENDIX C: BY-LAW TEMPLATE

This by-law template provides the general structure (including sections: short title, interpretation, 
application, and penalty) that a by-law committee should follow when drafting by-laws for the Matachewan 
First Nation. The template was developed to reflect an issue that was highlighted by members at a 
community meeting and through a survey; both the community meeting and survey were intended to gather 
community input to inform these guidelines. Chief and Council may wish to consider this template a DRAFT 
Traffic By-law, requiring review by a duly formed by-law committee, before moving to Step 5 of the guidelines, 
namely gather community feedback about the draft by-law. 

BY-LAW NO. 20___.___

of the Matachewan First Nation 

A By-law for the Regulation of Traffic

WHEREAS the Council of the Matachewan First Nation is empowered to make such by-law pursuant to 
paragraphs 81(1)(b), (q) and (r) of the Indian Act;

AND WHEREAS it is considered to be expedient and necessary for the benefit, safety and wellbeing of the 
inhabitants of the Matachewan First Nation Reserve to regulate traffic on the reserve

NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Matachewan First Nation hereby makes the following by-law:

SHORT TITLE

1. This by-law may be cited as the “Traffic By-law”.

INTERPRETATION

2. In this by-law,

“Council” means the Chief and Council of the Matachewan First Nation;

“Off-road vehicle” or “ORV” means a motorized device in, on, or by which a person may be transported off-
road, such as a snowmobile or four-wheeler;

“Driver” means a person who drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle or recreational vehicle 
on reserve, whether the vehicle is in motion or not. This does not include drivers of emergency vehicles 
(i.e. a vehicle dispatched from a fire departments, an ambulance, or a vehicle used by designated law 
enforcement officers);
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“Driver’s License” means a person’s proof of privilege to drive, issued pursuant the Highway Traffic Act of 
Ontario, or in the case of a resident of another province or state issued in accordance with the laws of that 
province or state; 

“Officer” means any police officer, police constable or other person charged with the duty to preserve 
and maintain the public peace, and a by-law officer or any other person appointed by the Council for the 
purpose of maintaining law and order on the reserve;

“Reserve” means the reserve of the Matachewan First Nation.

“Road” means any street, lane or other surface prepared for the passage of vehicles and open to all 
licensed drivers. 

“Sign” means any marking or device conveying information or instruction, placed or erected by order of 
the Council for the purpose of warning, advising or directing drivers on reserve.

“Vehicle” means a motorized device in, on, or by which a person may be transported on a reserve or 
access road, such as a car or truck. 

3. Unless otherwise indicated in this by-law, the regulations, standards, protocols and procedures 
contained the provincial Highway Traffic Act are hereby adopted and made part of this by-law.

APPLICATION

4. This by-law applies to all owners and drivers of vehicles, including recreational vehicles, residing or 
visiting on the Matchewan First Nation Reserve. 

RULES OF THE ROAD

5. No driver shall operate a vehicle on a reserve road at a rate of speed in excess of the speed limit 
displayed on signs for that road. Where no sign is apparent, the driver shall not operate a vehicle at a 
speed in excess of of 50 kilometres per hour. 

6. Every driver shall obey traffic signs on reserve roads. 

7. No driver shall park a vehicle on a reserve road unless there is room to pass and there is a clear view of 
the parked vehicle for a distance of 40 meters in either direction along the road.

8. No driver shall drive a vehicle on the left of the centre of a reserve road except:

(a) when overtaking and passing a stationary vehicle proceeding in the same direction;
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(b) when the right half of the roadway is closed to traffic or is obstructed by a parked vehicle or other 
object while under construction or repair;

(c) where necessary because of the operation of road grading or snow removal equipment;

or

(d) when a traffic control device otherwise requires or permits.

9. No driver shall pass or attempt to pass another moving vehicle traveling in the same direction on a 
reserve road. 

10. Police, emergency and public utility vehicles, as well as funeral processions shall have the right of way 
over all other vehicles. 

11. When a driven meets a stationary school bus displaying alternately flashing amber lights, whether or 
not the school bus is proceeding in the same direction as the driver, he or she shall come to a full stop at 
least ten feet from the rear or front of the bus. 

DUTIES AND REQUIREMENTS OF DRIVERS

12. No person shall operate a vehicle on a reserve road unless that person is at least 16 years old and holds 
a valid Drivers’ Licence. 

13. No person shall operate a vehicle, or permit another person to operate a vehicle owned by he or she, 
which is in dangerous or unsafe condition on the reserve.

14. No person shall operate a vehicle on a reserve road unless that vehicle satisfies the inspection 
requirements and performance standards set out in the provincial Highway Traffic Act.

15. No person shall operate a vehicle without a permit or license plates for the current year.

OFF-ROAD VEHICLES

16. All riders of ORVs– including drivers and passengers of all ages – shall wear an approved motorcycle 
helmet and use a seatbelt or footrests, where applicable.

17. The number of passengers on an ORV shall not exceed the number of seating positions. 

18. No minor, 12 years of age or under, shall drive an ORV without an adult passenger (16 years or above).
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MISCELLANEOUS

19. No person shall remove, deface, damage, deteriorate or interfere with traffic signs placed on or along 
reserve roads by the proper authority. 

PENALTY

20. Every person who contravenes any of the provisions of this by-law is guilty of an offence and is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine of not more than $1,000 or to imprisonment for a term of up to 30 days 
or to a remedy deemed sufficient to deter re-offence and aimed at restoring the relationship between 
the community and offender (“restorative remedy”), or to some combination of a fine, imprisonment and 
restorative remedy.

21. Should a court determine that a provision of this by-law is invalid for any reason, the provision shall be 
severed from the by-law and the validity of the rest of the by-law shall not be affected.



20 | Matachewan First Nation By-law Process Guidelines

THIS BY-LAW IS HEREBY made at a duly convened meeting of the Council of the Band this ____day of ____, 
20____ .

Voting in favour of the by-law are the following members of the Council:

_______________________

(Member of the Council)

_______________________

(Member of the Council)

(Member of the Council)

being the majority of those members of the Council of the Matachewan First Nation present at the 
aforesaid meeting of the Council.

The quorum of the Council is _________members.

Number of members of the Council present at the meeting: _______.

I, _____________________Chief/Councillor of the Matachewan First Nation, do hereby certify that a true 
copy of the foregoing by-law was mailed to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development at 
the District/Regional/ Hull office (as the case may be) pursuant to subsection 82(1) of the Indian Act, this 
____day of ________20 ____.

_______________________

(Witness)

_______________________

(Chief/Councillor)
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APPENDIX D: DRAFT BY-LAW COMMUNITY FEEDBACK SURVEY

1. Which of the following best describes you?

 ☐ Matachewan member living on reserve

 ☐ Matachewan member living off reserve, and visiting the reserve at least once a week

 ☐ Matachewan member living off reserve, and visiting the reserve at least once a month

 ☐ Matachewan member living off reserve, and visiting rarely

 ☐ Matachewan member who has never visited the reserve

Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statements:

2.  If enacted, the by-law will improve the health, safety and/or well-being of Matachewan members living 
on reserve. 
 
 
 

3. The penalty for contravening the by-law is reasonable and fair 
 
 
 
 

4.  Do you have any suggestions for the by-law committee to improve the by-law? If yes, please use the 
space below to share your thoughts. 
 
 
 
 

5.  Please provide your e-mail address if you would like to receive a summary of these survey results from 
the by-law committee after the survey closes.

Strongly agree Strongly disagreeDisagreeNeither agree 
nor disagree

Agree

Strongly agree Strongly disagreeDisagreeNeither agree 
nor disagree

Agree
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APPENDIX E: POSTER TEMPLATE

Support the wellbeing and safety of the Matachewan Community!

Have your say!

Matachewan leadership is considering developing a by-law to address 

__________________________________________________________________.

 
We invite you share your thoughts by taking a short survey online at ____________________________ 
or by completing a paper form, available at the store or band office. Paper forms should be returned to 
the band office. 

How will my input make a difference?

The input received will help: determine if a by-law is needed / enhance the draft by-law prepared by the 
community-based by-law committee. 

The deadline to take the survey is: __________________________

What is a by-law?

A by-law sets out rules that everyone must follow when they are in our community, regardless of whether 
or not they live here. 

Examples of by-laws in other communities include those related to: 

• Trespassing

• Pets

• Traffic

• Disorderly Conduct

• Fences

• Zoning

How are by-laws developed?

Matachewan has a by-law development process that was made with community input. The process 
includes (1) confirming the need for a by-law (by engaging the community), (2) establishing a by-law 
committee with Elder, Youth, Council, staff and stakeholder representation, (3) drafting a by-law, and (4) 
inviting community feedback about the draft before enacting the rule.
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